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PRESIDENTS PAGE 
 
 

Come & Try Day Special Edition  
 
 

Thank you for coming along and participating in the 2012 CAMS Come & Try Day at Eastern 

Creek. Itôs great to see so many people interested in getting involved in motorsport. 

 

This edition of the Thornleigh Car Club Piston Slap (monthly magazine) has been specifically 

put together for participants of the CAMS Come & Try Day. This magazine highlights the 

upcoming events on our calendar in 2012, but also has a selection of some of the great articles 

featured from our magazines from last year. We hope you enjoy the read. 

 
Thornleigh Car Club was established in 1954 and whilst the type of events the club runs have 
changed over the years, we still pride ourselves on being a great grassroots club that covers a 
range of different events. The events that TCC have on our yearly calendar include: 
Motorkhana, Khanacross, Supersprint, Hillclimb, Special Stage Gravel Rallies and Touring 
Assemblies along with social activities throughout the year. Our competition calendar and 
pointscore structure allow you to be competitive no matter what car you might be in, whether it 
be your daily driver or a more specialised competition vehicle.  
 
Due to the extensive work done by our Club Captain, our club gets invited to many events run 
by other clubs throughout the year, so should there not be enough events on our calendar, 
there are plenty more events including the various State and National Championships that you 
can also access as a TCC member. 
 
As our club is heavily involved in grassroots motorsport events, it makes it a great family club as 
well. Children as young as 12 can compete in motorkhanas and khanacrosses so it makes early 
driving lessons including advanced car control much more fun, especially when it allows Mum & 
Dad to come out and have a drive too! 
 
Thornleigh Car Club is still a relatively small club with around 120 members, however we do 
have a good number of óactiveô members competing regularly and our monthly meetings usually 
have around 40 members turn up, which makes it a fun night. Our meetings are held on the 
second Thursday of every month (except January) at the Thornleigh Community Centre, Cnr 
Central & Phyllis Avenue, Thornleigh from 8pm. 
 
For further information regarding Thornleigh 
Car Club or our calendar, please check our 
website www.thornleighcarclub.org.  
 
We hope that you thoroughly enjoy 
participating in the CAMS Come & Try Day 
and that you soon find a car club that suits 
your needs, obtain a CAMS licence, and we 
look forward to seeing you at a motorsport 
event sometime later this year. 
 
Regards, 
 
Matthew Rath 

  

http://www.thornleighcarclub.org/
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Club Captainõs Report 
 

Welcome to the beginning of a new motorsport year in Thornleigh Car Club. My job as Club 
Captain is to liaise with various car clubs around NSW and arrange a selection of events from various 
disciplines for our club members to enjoy, no matter what they drive and no matter how large or small 
their motorsport budget is. To complement the events we get invited to, Thornleigh Car Club also run 
some of their own events each year, including two motorkhanas ï one grass and one tarmac, a 
Khanacross, and our major event of the year, our supersprint at Wakefield Park near Goulburn. All of 
these events can be done in your standard road car, with some very minor modifications for the faster 
events. We also conduct some social events where members can get together and talk about cars over a 
good feed and few drinks. 

Listed below is a selection of events coming soon, but there is also a full year calendar included in 
your showbag (yellow double-sided sheet) that shows what else we get up to during the year. The 
calendar is so varied in content that it caters for members from 12 years old right up to members still 
competing in their 60ôs and 70ôs, proof of how family-friendly club motorsport can be. Joining a car club is 
a great way to make new friends and spend time with others with a similar passion for cars and driving 
them well, all in a safe and legal environment. We also have members who may not drive, but enjoy being 
around motorsport as volunteer officials ï timekeepers, flag marshals, rally control officials, scrutineers 
and event organisers. 
  The first competition event of the year is the C.L.Rudd Motorkhana at Ansell Park near Richmond 
on Sunday the 5

th
 of February, also Round 1 of the 2012 Interclub Challenge between various Sydney car 

clubs. If you enjoyed driving your car on the wet skidpan at Eastern Creek, why not see how it performs in 
a grass paddock ï your chance to do a bit of ólegal circleworkô against your mates and against the clock!  

 

A bad day rallying is better than a good day at work, 
 

Andrew Crowley. 
 

COMING EVENTS ï POINTSCORE 
 
Sunday 5

th
 February   HDCC C.L.Rudd Motorkhana ï Ansell Park (Interclub Round 1)  

Venue:  Ansell Park - Percival Street, Richmond. 
Time:   8:00am Scrutineering, 9:45am Briefing, 10:00am Start. 
Entries:  $50 Adults, $20 Juniors. 
Supp regs not available at the time of writing but keep an eye on www.hdcc.com.au as they wonôt be far 
off. This event is always popular and is once again the first round of the Interclub Challenge to start the 
year. Please note passengers are allowed but no rally tyres on driven wheels. BBQ lunch and drinks for 
sale on the day from the HDCC Caravan of Love. 
Please note, you will need to have renewed your TCC membership before this event, as the first club 
meeting is after this date. Call Geoff Horler on 0408 118 087 to help sort this out. 
 
Thursday 9

th
 February   TCC Monthly Meeting  

 
Friday 17

th
 February   TCC Presentation Night ï Muirfield Golf Club  

 
Saturday 25

th
 February  SKDAC MiniDulla Rally ï Shallow Crossing  

Based out of the camping area at Shallow Crossing on River Road near Batemans Bay/Nelligen, all 
daylight special stage rally. Not sure if this will be run as an AMSAG or AASA event but it is definitely 
going ahead as the Director is checking the roadbook as we speak. More info closer to the date, I will get 
supp regs on the TCC website as soon as I have them (they arenôt far off). 
 
Thursday 8

th
 March   TCC Monthly Meeting  

Sunday 11
th

 March   NDDC State Khancross Round 2 - Colo Park (Possible Interclub)  

Sunday 11
th

 March   CRC Navigation Training Day - North Richmond (Social)  

Sunday 25
th

 March   TCC State Motorkhana Round 2 - Nirimba TAFE  

Sunday 27
th

 May  TCC Interclub Supersprint - Wakefield Park  

Sunday 26
th

 August   TCC Ernieôs Revenge Motorkhana - Ansell Park  

Sunday 21
st

 October   TCC State Khanacross Round 7 - Ansell Park  
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Love the Beast  
by Greg Yates  

 
The magazine of the Classic Rally Club, "Rally Directions", features a regular article titled "Love the Beast" 
inspired by Eric Bana's movie of the same name. Club members submit articles telling the story of their "beast". 
My article below featured in the February 2011 edition of "Rally Directions". 
 

I guess to remain true to the theme of Eric Bana's movie "Love the Beast", this should be about my 1972 Mini 
Clubman GT. For those who don't know, this limited production model which sold from 1971 to early 1973 in 
only Australia and New Zealand, was a Mini Clubman with all Cooper S Mk2 running gear (high compression 
1275cc with nitride crank, twin SU carbies, extractors, oil cooler, close ratio gearbox, boosted disc brakes, 
hydro suspension and twin fuel tanks). 
 

My GT was purchased new by my parents and became my first 
car in 1978. I used it as my daily drive for many years, as well as 
in club motorsport with Thornleigh Car Club for around 13 years 
during which time I gave it a few mods (bigger carbs, cam, 
forged flat top pistons, and fully balanced allowing it to pull to 
beyond 7000rpm). Despite remaining in full road-going trim, it 
was a competitive car winning me the Club's Speed 
Championship for something like seven years running as well as 
outright Club Championship on a couple of occasions. Marriage 
and then kids put motorsport on hold for many years although I 
have remained a continuous member of Thornleigh Car Club 
since 1978. 
 

I still own my GT although rarely drive it and it could benefit from a freshen up including new paint, or even a 
full resto if I was really serious. I have kept it in continuous registration from new and it still wears its original 
number plates. With that history and a great sentimental attachment, I could never part with this now very rare 
matching numbers car. Little more than 1000 were originally manufactured so who knows how many genuine 
examples survive today. 
 

This story could also be about my 1973 Mercedes-Benz 350SLC coupe. Even though I was a Mini fan, I had 
always admired Mercs since my grandparents and my parents purchased their first examples in the early and 
late 1960s respectively. With a strong interest in anything with an engine and wheels from a very young age, I 
developed an appreciation for the engineering that went into the Mercs. 
 

In early 1983 when looking for something a bit larger and more comfortable than the Mini to use as my daily 
drive, I heard about a Mercedes "sports" at what sounded like a great price. Long story short, after parting with 
pretty much my entire life's savings, at just 23 years of age I owned a Merc coupe with a lovely revvy (very 
oversquare) 3.5 litre 200hp injected V8. The purchase price certainly was good but the car had been somewhat 
neglected and required some work. Fortunately, I was pretty handy with cars, and, as was the case with the 
Mini, I was able to do all my own mechanical work. I still own that same 350SLC today, and whilst it has 
covered lots of kilometres and has some rust and crook paint, it has been an exceptionally reliable car, hasn't 
cost me much to maintain, and is still fun to drive. 
 

With ownership of the 350SLC ensuring I became a dedicated Merc fan, my wife and I have continued with 
them as our marque of choice. Karen usually drives our "family truckster", a 1990 300TE wagon which we have 

owned since 1998, and my daily since 2003 has been a 1990 
190E 2.3 Sportline (rare in Australia). It is heaps of fun with its 
nimble handling and 5 speed manual box. 
 

All along there were those cars that I considered to be my "dream 
cars". Being fond of the SLC, one version I had always admired 
was the "lightweight" 5 litre V8 homologated for use in rallies 
from 1978 to 1980 in the hands of drivers such as Bjorn 
Waldegaard, Hannu Mikola and Andrew Cowan. Whilst these 
450SLC5.0 and 500SLC models had a career cut short by the 
arrival of Audi's 4WD Quattro, they were (with their V8 and auto 
transmission) an unlikely yet successful rally car, particularly in 
the long African events. 
 

Being manufactured in left hand drive only, and in small numbers just for homologation, I figured a 5 litre SLC 
(code-named the 107026 as part of the W107 series) would only ever remain a dream. 
 

Then in late 2006, I became aware of a 500SLC featured in the catalogue for a Sydney auction of a large 
collection of cars belonging to a single collector. I couldn't let this opportunity pass without at least having a 
look at it. The following day at the auction I was the successful bidder and the new owner of the only 500SLC 
known to exist in Australia at that time. Another enthusiast in Melbourne owned the only 450SLC5.0 known in 
Australia making these the only two 107026 models here of just 2769 manufactured (1636 of the 450SLC5.0 
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and 1133 of the 500SLC). Another 500SLC has been imported since by that same enthusiast in Melbourne and 
is now owned by a friend here in Sydney. 
 

Buying the 500 at auction meant there was some risk (prior to auction I was allowed to start it but not drive it), 
however I have been fortunate. Whilst it is not in concours condition, it is a genuine original and tidy example. 
Mechanically these are strong over-engineered cars and to date it has only required a new water pump, re-
cored radiator (highlighted by the 2009 Oran Park track day), replacement oil cooler, and a timing chain and 
chain rails for peace of mind (you don't want to drop a chain on a Merc V8). The engine is in great condition, 
the 4 speed auto behaves perfectly and the car feels tight without so much as a rattle or squeak. The only 
annoyance is just some whine from the limited slip diff at around 80 kays. 
 

Whilst being similar in appearance to the volume-produced SLC models (the 280 six, and 350, 380 and 450 
V8s), the 5.0 and 500 differed in numerous small ways. A front air dam and boot lid spoiler reduced drag yet 
increased downforce. The fuel-injected engine shared the single overhead cam per bank configuration of the 
other V8s, but had an alloy (rather than iron of the 350 and 450) cylinder block (the 380 was also alloy block). 
This together with aluminium bonnet, boot lid, and lower bumper panels and brackets, meant the homologation 
cars at around 1500kg were about 10% lighter than the other W107 models. 
 

By today's standards 240hp (177kW net DIN) from 5 litres isn't a lot, however a broad torque curve peaking at 
a healthy 410Nm combined with a relatively light body (for a Benz) makes for strong performance. In 
competition trim back in 1980, engine output was reportedly around 340hp (250kW). At classic rallies today, 
other competitors often wander over to look at my car and make comments like "this thing's got some mumbo, 
what's it got in it?". The 500SLC was the best performing of all the W107 models, even outperforming the 5.6 
that came a few years later in the 560SL. Back in 1980 the 500SLC was the most expensive model in the 
Mercedes-Benz line-up, yet it is a very affordable classic car today, especially considering its rarity and 
motorsport history. 
 

After storing my 500SLC for a couple of years and then sorting out issues resulting from stale fuel (it had been 
stored for several years prior to my purchase), I began running it on unregistered vehicle permits in classic 
rallies from mid 2008. With our older son Ben old enough to navigate (and compete in Motorkhanas), I again 
became active in Thornleigh Car Club and joined Classic Rally Club. The rest of the story is familiar to many 
Classic Rally Club members. For 2010 I put it onto historic registration and have been enjoying it in numerous 
club events since. The popular convertible SL versions of the W107 series have just two seats, however the 
hardtop SLCs have rear seats allowing my family to come along to some events. The longer wheelbase SLC 
with the added rigidity of a fixed roof also drives better than the SL. 
 

The 500SLC is ideally suited to classic rallies with its combination of long travel independent suspension, good 
handling, effortless performance, powerful 4 wheel disc brakes (yes, with ABS in 1980), comfort and safety. 
Air-conditioning, dual zone heating and heated seats (mine was delivered new in Switzerland) cater for 
everything from summer to those cold mornings on winter rallies. It drives like a modern car with little to 
suggest it being a 30 year old example of the W107 series originally released in 1971 (as the 350SL and 
350SLC), underpinned by suspension first used in the W114/115 series compact sedans from 1968. 
 

The SLC is no circuit race car, but a GT coupe capable of covering long distances at high speeds over all road 
conditions with a minimum of fatigue to driver and passengers, partly the reason for its rally successes I 
suspect. In fact, a company called "SLC Racing" in Europe is buying 5 litre SLCs and building them up as fully 
prepared replicas of the original factory rally cars to cater for the strong interest in historic rallying over there. 
 

Many ask how I find driving my left hand drive 500SLC. After 
five or ten minutes on the road, you don't really notice. I'm 
now so used to driving it in classic rallies, that when I 
decided to run my old 350SLC in the recent Barry Ferguson 
Classic, I found myself going for the gear shift with my right 
hand! 
 

So there you have it. Whilst my 500SLC hasn't been with me 
for near as long as my Mini Clubman GT or 350SLC, the 
500SLC's rarity, motorsport history, and the driving pleasure 
it delivers when out enjoying the great roads on classic 
rallies ensures it is with me to stay. I love all my beasts!   
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My first timeé 
By Nicole Crowley  

 
Last weekend was my first time! I have been advised that I have now lost my virginityé my óroll 
virginityô to be exact. Last weekend was the AMSAG Oberon 2011 Rally. The lead up to this rally was 
no different to normal. The car was mostly ready although at scrutineering managed to get picked up 
on the smallest of things that have passed at every other scrutineering session over the past 2 years.  
 
Dad and John towed Dadôs rally car down to the caravan park whilst Andrew and I packed last on 
Friday afternoon and then came down later that night and met our Dadôs at rally docco at the local 
RSL. We were car 33 which we were please as the number 35 is our unlucky number!  
I wonôt say we got the best nightôs sleep ï who can in a cabin? But we were up early the next morning 
looking forward to a dayôs rallying ahead. Jokes were made about Trevor and his recent 
misadventures in the rally car but everything seemed like a normal rally. 
 
Dad and I headed to the first stage. It was only about 10km in length and we got through that ok. Dad 
and I were 10 seconds slower than Andrew and his driver John Paine in another LA Lancer but we 
were faster than John Joyner and Chris Warwick in their Evo. Then came the second stage. This was 
only an 8km stage. Dad was having handling issues with the back end wanting to keep coming around 
on us which caused a spin early on in the stage. With only a few kilometres left of the stage I was busy 
counting down the next call when I looked up to see that we were sideways coming around a corner. 
At this point I wasnôt scared that we might roll. But we continued to slide sideways and it became 
evident that there was no turning back. The rear tyres were on the grass slope as e continued to slide 
sideways. We hit a little bush on the passenger side which I was hoping would magically keep us on 
the road. At this point I wasnôt thinking that we might roll, in fact the earlier spin had me more worried 
than what I was at this point. There was no talking between Dad and I. 
 
Then we started to roll. Itôs amazing how they say your life flashes before you when you are about to 
die. Well I can assure you that I didnôt think I was going to die, but I am amazed at the amount of 
things that passed through my mind in that few seconds. One of my first thought was ópoor dadô. I just 
couldnôt believe that this was happening to him and his 
car which he loved so much. In between the depressing 
thoughts about how his car would end up I did 
remember that he had recently purchased a new shell 
but still thought that this was not really any consolation. 
I remember being concerned about the roof of the car 
coming crashing in on me. I believe at this stage I let go 
of my roadbook and reached up to the roof in a feeble 
attempt to stop the roof crashing in on me. During the 
second roll I realised that the roll cage was doing its job 
and that the roof was not coming any further than 
where it originally was. I was also amazed at how well 
the harness holds you in place. 
 

We were lucky to land back on the wheels of the car. I immediately asked 
Dad if he was ok and he said he was. I told Dad that we need to get out 
and get the triangles and the ok sign out to the next car which was Andrew 
navigating for John Paine. I was shaking so much and was really out of 
breath from the adrenaline. Dad grabbed the triangles to place on the road 
and I located my roadbook which had flung out of the window and was 
lying in the gully about 2 metres from the car. I ripped off the ok sign and 
then went walking to find a tree stump to stand on to let Andrew know that 
we were ok. Not long after Andrew came around the same corner at a 
reduced speed to see the triangles and Dad and then me holding the ok 
sign and waving them to slow down but to go on. Dad then got the ok sign 
whilst I radioed our accident in to rally control. I was still really out of 
breath at this point and couldnôt entirely think straight as I managed to 
radio in the wrong car number. Thankfully I checked the side of the car 

and then radioed through the correct car number. I advised rally control that we had rolled but that the 
triangles and ok sign were out and that we were ok. I then advised them of our location. We then 
waited until the remaining 13 or so drivers completed the stage.  
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The blackberry bushes that we landed in made the whole experience so much better! I was very 
thankful that I had been wearing my knee high leather boots (which was to help keep me warm) but 
protected parts of my legs from the thorns.  
 
Sweep and recovery then stopped to check on us. I 
handed in our timesheet to sweep and advised them 
that we were well and truly out. Bart Munachen 
(HDCC Member) and his wife and friend, helped to 
pull us out of the gully. The car was still driveable 
and apparently the steering wasnôt too bad. We were 
then flat towed all the way back to service. This 
wasnôt too bad during the rest of the stage but on the 
main roads it was amazing to realise how short the 
snatch strap actually was! 
 
By this time my neck was hurting and my vision was a little off due to the impending migraine. I took 
some pain killers at the service park whilst we assessed the damage to the lancer. The car is mostly 
repairable although will take some money to get it fixed. We know that we were lucky that we didnôt hit 
a tree stump during our roll and as for rolls we did get off lightly, but it isnôt something that I want to do 
again.  
 
We watched the in-car footage at the service park and if the damaged car didnôt make it real enough, 
the footage certainly does. I was again amazed at how much I had thought of during the time that we 
were rolling as when you watch it you can barely even think and then it is all over.  
 
Dad ended up with a very sore wrist and a couple of days later managed to pop a bone back into 

place, although still has some healing left to do. As 
for me, well I didnôt have full movement in my neck 
and after a visit to the physio was told that I had 3 
ribs that were pushed forward (thankfully not 
broken) and a fair few muscles that were not so 
happy but overall I was ok. I had swelling in my 
ankle from rolling my ankle in the gully on the 
rotting logs and blackberry bushes. I had pulled a 
muscle in my leg trying to wade through the bushes 
in the gully. I ended up with glass in my hand and 
to top it off I broke a nail! This hurt the most as the 
nail was torn where it was still attached to the skin.  
 

At the presentation later that night we were looking at the stage times. The only little bit of good news 
to help cheer us up was that we had better Trevor and Rob Parsonage on stage 1. Whilst Trevor will 
tell you that this was clearly a timing error, it was something small for Dad and I to hold onto.  
 
Apparently now that Dad and I have rolled, we are apparently deemed rally experts! I would have to 
say that losing your roll virginity is definitely not something to look forward to and that it would be good 
to be a rally expert some other way. The roll has had some other not so nice side effects like being 
scared of how Andrew was driving the Pajero on main roads through Oberon on our way home! He 
wasnôt doing anything illegal but it was still a little unnerving. I am however looking forward to the day 
that the Lancer rally car is fixed and is ready to be rallied. Now more than ever I want to be back in the 
navigatorôs seat next to my Dad rallying in the forest, conquering our demons, getting back on the 
horse or whatever you want to call it.  
 
So that was how I lost my roll virginity.  
 
Dean Matthews and I were clearly in the same headspace as his article is also to do with virginity, so 
Iôd like to keep this going. I would like to know about your first timeé Of course, your first time at 
something motorsport related that is! 
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My  First  Car . . .     by Geoff Horler 

In last monthôs Piston Slap there were two fascinating theme linked articles. First of all there was Dean 
Matthewsô story titled ñMotorkhana Virginsò about his familiesô, and the Gudgeon familiesô , first time 
exploits at a motorkhana event,  followed, on the very next page, by Nicole Crowleyôs quite dramatic 
article about the loss of her ñroll virginityò.  
 

Both these articles reinforce the existence of one of lifeôs great revelationsé.in life, there has to be a first 
time for everything.  
 

Thatôs just the way it is. First weôre born, then we have our first meal, then we have our first poo, then we 
have our first bath, then along lifeôs journey, we have our first taste of school, our first taste of a Big Mac, 
our first girlfriend/boyfriend, and I donôt think that weôll explore that any further!!! 
 

Encouraged by Nicoleôs article and her words in her final paragraph, I thought that I would write an article 
about ñmy first carò. Weirdly enough, in the process of 
organizing myself to write this article, I came across 
the original invoice and receipt for the purchase of the 
car. How anal is that?? 
 

As Iôve mentioned in previous articles for Piston Slap, 
my love of motor cars goes back to my very early 
ankle biting days. So I was very keen to get my license 
as soon as possible after leaving school. However, my 
fatherôs rule was that his children would not be 
permitted to learn to drive until they were 18 years of 
age. Tyrant!! Adding to the frustration was that my 
older brother had had to wait until he was 18, so my 
hopes of getting my license any earlier seemed 
hopeless. 
 

Anyway, I kept nagging away and nagging away, and 
finally Dad gave in and I went for my test and got my 
license at 17 and a half. Fantastic!! But on the down 
side, now that I had my license I didnôt have a car to drive, other than my Dadôs Ford Zephyr on extremely 
rare occasions on the weekend. And he took the Zephyr to bowls most weekends, didnôt he? 
 

Even though I was now working, I hardly had a penny (this was pre decimal currency!) to my name so 
buying a car without outside help was out of the question. More pressure on my Dad for a personal loan. 
After all, he did work in the bank, and as a naµve 17 year old, I was certain it wouldnôt take much for him 
to organize a small loan for me to buy my first car. How presumptuous can a 17 year old be? 
 

At much the same time I had spotted a 1957 100E Ford Anglia at Alison Motors, the BMC dealer in 
Randwické 140 Alison Road, Randwick, to be precise. This was the car I lusted after, and after much 
ñumming and ahhringò and many threats from my father about driving the car sensibly and maintaining it 
properly, he came good with a loan. Good old Dadénot so much of a tyrant, after all. 
 

So forty eight years ago, on the 11
th
 May, 1963, for the huge sum of 285 pounds (around $ 570), the 

Anglia was mine. It was a 1957 100E model, with black two door bodywork and red vinyl bucket seats. 
The motor was an 1172cc side valve 4 cylinder lump (in hindsight it was a true lump!), which pre-dated 
the wonderful 105E 997cc overhead valve Kent motor which was used in Anglias from 1959 on.  
 

It had a 3-speed manual transmission with a very long gear lever coming out of the floor under the dash. 
No remote extension on this model Anglia! As I soon found out, the car had that typical Ford trait of the 
day of dropping out of second gear on the overrun. So much for engine braking.  My Dadôs Zephyr had 
this problem as well. Being the creative genius that I was in those days, to overcome this problem I 
fashioned a metal bracket which I screwed onto the lower lip of the dash so that when I changed down I 
simply hooked the gear lever over the bracket, and, voila, no longer did the lever drop out of gear. 
Thinkséòshould have sold the idea to Fordéprobably would have been a mega-millionaire by nowò.  
 

With McPherson struts at the front, leaf springs at the rear, and a short wheelbase, understeer was the 
order of the day in the handling department. In time, I fitted tramp rods to the back axle which seemed to 
keep axle tramp to a minimum, although with the huge power output of 27 kW, axle tramp was never a 
serious concern! 
 

Drum brakes all round did their best to stop the car but after a couple of hard stops it was really time to 
throw the on-board anchor at the nearest tree to help deceleration.  To assist in directing air flow to the 
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front brakes I fashioned a pair of air scoops which I bolted on to the anti-roll bar. Itôs highly doubtful that 
these scoops helped in any way, but in my 19 year old mind, I reckoned they did their bit and looked 
pretty cool at the same time. 
 

Around that time, early 1960ôs, the Total Team Geoghegan race cars looked fantastic in their black livery, 
so my shiny little black Anglia, even with the standard Ford rust in the front guards, had to have touches 
of the Total Team on the bodywork. So I added red, white and blue strips to the nose of the car. And 
because some of the racing Mini Coopers had stripes running down each side of the bonnet, I taped 
yellow stripes down each side of the Anglia bonnet. In those days, go-faster stripes were all the go!! 
 

A close mate and his parents (all now sadly departed) were members of the Renault Car Club, so I joined 
and competed in a number of their motorkhanas at various locations around Sydney. The photos 
accompanying this article were taken at one of these events, although I have no idea where it was.  The 
passage of time, and the odd red wine, seem to have dulled my brain and the whereabouts of these 
grounds is a faded distant memory. Maybe Ernie Boston with his encyclopedic knowledge of motorkhana 
sites could throw some light on the location. However, I do remember going to car club meetings at the 
Yaralla Sea Scouts Hall on the banks of the Parramatta River at Rhodes. 
 

Ashamed as I am to admit it, the photo of your esteemed writer powering (I use that word loosely) around 
a kerbed corner was taken by my above mentioned late mate in a proposed new housing development in 
the back blocks of Maroubra. Street racingénever!! Fortunately the gendarmerie were nowhere in sight, 
otherwise we probably would have spent the night in the clink. Ironically, only minutes after this photo was 
taken, and with my late mate behind the wheel, the pistons decided to self-destruct and destroy the 
motor. So for ñthe first timeò I experienced a major engine blow-up and the associated large cost of 
repairs. 
 

The repairs to the motor managed to put an extremely large hole in my extremely short pocket, so with 
the fear of the possibility of other big repair bills in future months, a short while later, on 17

th
 October, 

1964, I traded the lovely black Anglia in on one of BMCôs finest, a 1959 Series 1 Morris Major. 
 

Looking back now, I can honestly say that the Anglia, although grossly underpowered, and without great 
handling and braking, was an excellent car to learn the basics of driving, albeit at a fairly low skill level. In 
the almost eighteen months that I owned the Anglia, I didnôt hit anything or run anyone or anything over, 
although I do admit to an extremely lurid spin on Gardeners Road, Mascot, early one wet Sunday 
morning on my way to a race meeting at Warwick Farm.  That was a ñfirstò also!!! 

   

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



PISTON SLAP                                                                                                   COME & TRY DAY SPECIAL EDITION  

- 11 - 

 

Sunday 12th June WRX Multi-Club Supersprint - Wakefield Park 
 
 

Having only competed in Round 1 at Eastern Creek and at that event having had an engine failure of 
sorts I was falling behind in the Speed Championship standings. So I was definitely going to take 
advantage of the opportunity to score as many points as possible at the 4

th
 Round of the series at 

Wakefield Park. This Event was run by the WRX club and they were fortunate enough to have a very 
healthy turnout of well-presented cars. The event kicked off in sunny but cold conditions however by 
midday the threatening clouds on the horizon moved in. Fortunately this would not disrupt my plans.  
 

On Saturday before heading south I fitted my car (2001 SS Commodore) with new genuine brake 
pads all around. The braking problems I have been experiencing in other events had not been 
related to the braking performance of the car but the rate at which my car goes through a set of 
brake pads. So with a fresh set on all four corners and a set of semi slicks I was ready to upset the 
field of turbocharged Boxer 4ôs with some V8 grunt. The field consisted of all generations of Subaru 
Impreza, the only exceptions being myself, a recent model (BMW) Mini as well as a first generation 
Mazda MX5. In session one I was in a slower group than I had nominated so I had to prove my pace 
in that session to proceed to a faster group. After keeping up with a modified STI it became clear 
that I could run in a faster group after clocking a time that placed me in the top 20 of a 50+ car field. 
Due to the cost of the recent engine rebuild and the weather closing in I decided to do only one more 
session. This time with the air temperature around 13 degrees, with my tyres up to temperature as 
well as being sent out in the second fastest group I was able to lap a little faster. A lot of this time 
was made up being able to brake later into turn 1 as I was being held up a touch by other cars in the 
first session. The greatest difference between my car and the much different Subarus seemed to be 
in slow corner exit acceleration as their four wheel drive platform delivered drive to all four tyres.  
 

Besides that one observation I feel the Commodore held up well considering it was some 500kg 
heavier than most of the cars around me and in some sections (high speed corners and braking) I 
could make some ground up. And so 6 timed laps was all I was prepared to put the car through and 
as I packed up and changed back to road tyres the rain clouds moved in and the track was declared 
wet. It seemed regardless of my intentions a sub 1min 13sec lap was as quick as I was going to go 
for the day.  
 

The second half of the day I was the turn one observer/marshal and got a good view of the afternoon 
proceedings. The task was made all the more interesting by the ever changing weather conditions 
and fierce competition up and down the field. The previous day had seen most of the WRX club 
have a practice day with driver coaching. However with such a closely matched field and some 
people forgetting the previous dayôs instruction, some behaviour was called into question. The other 
challenge was the on again, off again rain showers and the cold temperature that had now 
plummeted to 4 degrees which imposed the problem of one warm up lap not really being enough for 
semi slick tyres to get up to a reasonable operating temperature. This was particularly hindering the 
fastest car of the day that was having trouble improving on a benchmark set earlier. The car was a 
highly modified time attack style 2005ï2007 Impreza STI. Fastest time of the day belonged to its 
driver David Stelzer in 1min 5.3sec on what I believe were full slick racing tyres. The track conditions 
saw many off field excursions and spins but all avoided any panel damage.  
 

Depending on which of these competitors from WRX decide to join us for the 14th August TCC 
Wakefield Park Supersprint we could be in for another closely contested Top 10 as the talk from 
most drivers throughout the day seemed to be about breaking though the elusive sub 1min 10sec 
barrier. And with myself having nothing in the garage at the moment to answer anything below 1min 
11sec times, the Group A Starion being out of action and with Dave Masing and Aaron Hoad being 
event organizers, the class winners could be from any club. From what I saw it may well be a win for 
a Subaru WRX driver. In the meantime my Nissan Silvia is now registered and will be at the next 
meeting. 
 

Dean Tomlin. 
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INSIDE THE MOUNTAIN RALLY . 
          By Gary Maher 

 

On the afternoon of Sunday 10
th
 July, the Prime Minister we had to have announced the details of a Carbon 

Tax we do not want.  Fortunately, at that time the 2011 Mountain Rally was in its closing stages and all those 
polluting dinosaurs that we all love for our classic rallies were about to be shut down.  Maybe future classic 
rallies will get a government grant! 
 

Anyway ï once again, for the seventh time, my sparring partner and ever-lovinô, Wendy & I got to set the 
Jaguar Drivers Clubôs contribution to Classic Rally Clubôs rally series and also incorporating the Thornleigh Car 
Clubôs óPresidents Trophy Trialô.  (Clever eh?  All the club names in one sentence!) 
 

It was very difficult to come up with something new and exciting.  Finding a town with accommodation and 
eating facilities for 170 people that we havenôt used before and places with service clubs and facilities for 
parking 80 cars for lunch stops that were spaced appropriately was hard.  Then, of course, there is the name 
óMountain Rallyô so we have to include the óGreat Divideô ï and we havenôt even thought about roads yet! 
 

Back in October 2010 we settled on Queanbeyan and the JDCA Executive decided to come óon boardô.  Brian 
Todd, JDCA President offered to be Event Director as he was going to free in 2011 as President.  Both Beth 
Clifton and Sandra Pugh took on the Secretarial duties.  Beth eventually entered the event with husband 
Warwick but was present and helped out all over the place.  Glen Innes and Arthur Pugh represented the 
CAMS as Stewards and we enlisted the help of Lance McGrath (JDCA), Joyce Innes (JDCA), Gillian Levett 
(JDCA) and Neil & Joy Hood (TCC) for Control officials.  Wayne Paterson (CRC) offered to look after 
Scrutineering and Harley Roberts (JDCA) was going to open up Shannonôs Show Room for registration etc.  
Now all we needed was a route! 
 

A last minute change in nominations at JDCA election saw Brian Todd back in as President and very busy 
again also running their Super Sprint at Eastern creek ï which is HUGE!  We reshuffled duties around with 
Sandra taking on a bit more (for which her hard work was rewarded with a Bronze upgrade to her Official 
Licence in Admin.)  Wendy & I took over all the logistics while Brian handled the Promotional, P.R. & pre-event 
stuff - but still no route! 
 

In early December, with the basic team in place, I did a rough plan of a route which started at Lithgow & 
lunched in Taralga, over-nighted at Queanbeyan, lunched at the North Goulburn school that we used last year 
and finished somewhere near Camden.   On the 5

th
 December we were at an MGCC breakfast at Mittagong in 

our MGB and decided to check out Taralga School as a possible lunch break.  Problem ï Kevin Rudd was 
building a bloody great something or other in the spot where I wanted to park a stack of cars and street parking 
was out of the question.  Out with the maps over a cup of coffeeé.. óIf we shorten up the bit west of the 
mountains we can add on from Taralga and go on to Crookwell ï but what about the unsealed road?ô 
 

So off to Crookwell!  The road surface was great and nothing fell off the MG so I figured that, as it was crafted 
by wonderful English engineers, Jaguars should make it too.  We called in at the big óiô in Crookwell and were 
reliably informed that funds had been made available and the road to Taralga would be sealed during the first 
quarter of 2011.  Thus assured, we asked if they knew the name and contact number for the school Principal or 
CWA Ladies.  As luck had it, the lady behind the counter was on the committee of the local Hospital Womenôs 
Auxiliary and would make enquiries about doing lunch.  The Committee president phoned me that very night 
and the spread we received on the Saturday of the rally was the result of that call.  We checked out re-fuel 
points and a few possible roads south of Crookwell then headed towards home, checking out Marulan on the 
way. 
 

We found the route we intended to use into Marulan was under about 3 metres of water and a mapped 2km of 
road was in very poor condition so backtracked to the highway and into town.  During a toilet stop at the village 
park I heard music (no, not Handelôs Water Music) and set out to find its source ï maybe a possible lunch 
venue for the Sunday?  Not only did we secure the hall but the Marulan Lions Club, who were hosting a 
Christmas lunch for the local senior citizens, were happy to undertake the task.  What a great job they did ï I 
just wish some of us had brought ódoggie bagsô for all the left-overs. 
 

With the Mk 2 version of the route, we set off in the afternoon of Australia Day from the Lithgow Zig Zag Motel, 
having secured it for the start and the pre-event, unofficial function.  It was about 40° at the undertakers in 
Lithgow at 3.00pm.  We were in our 1966 Volvo 122S and the plan was to survey the Saturday morning section 
to Crookwell in the cool of the afternoon (no air con) then stay over night in Crookwell, do the section to 
Queanbeyan next day, stay with friends in Canberra then survey from Queanbeyan back to the finish the 
following day.  Easily achievable, considering we did the final survey 3 weeks before the event ï the whole 
event ï from our place and back again, 879 kms in one day, including picking up maps and brochures along 
the way. 
 

However, Dr Bosch had other ideas, letting his generator die at Shooters Hill, just out of Oberon.  Fortunately, 
once I programmed myself to ignore the bloody great red light in front of me, the old Volvo trundled along with 
just the battery.  We arrived safely in Crookwell before dark and it was still 40° there ï but we were encouraged 
to see a lot of road work on the road across from Taralga.  Luckily, the young blond at reception not only knew 
what a battery charger was, but knew where one could be found and was happy to lend it to us.  With little 
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sleep due to the heat (no air con in the motel either) and a fully recharged battery, we set off for Queanbeyan.  
We arrived for morning tea and spent the rest of the day negotiating with motels, bowling clubs, function 
centres etc. then headed to our friendôs place to take her to dinner then stay the night. 
 

The next day was much cooler and with the battery once again recharged, we set out on the Sunday route.  
Poor road conditions necessitated a few changes and I had to use more of the highway than I liked.  Then 
when we neared Goulburn, it was obvious that the section was going to be an hour too short.  A quick detour 
into Goulburnôs óiô saw us going over maps with a very helpful lady who even phoned the local R.T.A. office re 
road conditions ï thanks but a waste of a phone call!  A short walk up the road to the Police Station resulted in 
us using the newly sealed road up from Windellama to Bungonia (past Johnnoôs / Johnoôs / Jonnoôs General 
Store).  This was a great driverôs road and made up exactly the right number of kilometres to Marulan. 
 

The Sunday afternoon route unearthed a couple of new little bits just after lunch, then  used well trodden roads 
through the Southern Highlands where we terminated our plan at Camden, at the foot of Old Razorback 
Mountain. 
 

Meanwhile Toddy had produced a fantastic poster which became our main promo and appeared in various club 
magazines from as far north as Queensland right down to Victoria and was netting enquiries and entries from 
all over the place.  There was a bit of a hiccup getting the Supp Regs. approved by CAMS due to one of their 
senior officials apparently opening his emails only once a week and we are indebted to Lui MacLennan (CRC & 
CAMS Rally Panel) for assistance in getting our approval in due time. 
 

Sandra Pugh, who lives in the Camden area, checked out a few halls in the area for the finish and settled on 
the Anglican Church at Cobbitty for the off road parking reasons.  Wendy & I raced over one afternoon and 
surveyed the route from Razorback Rd to the finish and we finally had the guts of an event.  I then set about 
dreaming up some instructions that would hopefully confuse those who chose to do the Challenge Category & 
Iôm pleased to say I caught everyone somewhere ï even the eventual winner picked up one illegal VRC. 
 

The release of a new map of Goulburn caused a re-write of the instructions and the event checker pointed out 
a few things that I had missed.  We did a couple of one day trips into various parts of the route to fine tune 
things, take the photos and change some questions.  We then did the previously mentioned one day run 
around the event and locked everything into place.  Unfortunately, extremely wet weather had washed away 
many bridges on the Taralga / Crookwell Rd and all the money was spent replacing them.  Result ï no funds 
left to seal the road.  All that remained for us was to print the instructions and organise the control officialsô 
instructions & packs. 
 

Toddy was busy ósellingô the event, chasing up maps from various suppliers and co-ordinating bags, books and 
an entry from Jaguar Australia.  Sandra was flat out accepting and confirming entries, keeping up with 
cancellations and last minute changes and supplying Wendy with numbers for accommodation and lunches.  
Trevor Leslie (JDCA Vice President) offered the use of the high tech copier in his Real Estate office at 
Baulkham Hills  to print the photos, road cards & covers while the little club copier coped with all the rest of the 
printing. 
 

The óRally Packsô were put together by óthe teamô and it was off to Shannons where Beth & Sandra looked after 
the mountains of paperwork while Toddy & Wayne checked the cars.  Thanks to Harley for coming down from 
the Central Coast to open up for us  - I 
know everyone enjoyed looking over the 
cars in the auction show room. 
 

For what happened next, youôll have to look 
elsewhere in the magazine for other articles 
ï but I know that Sandra & Wendy 
rechecked over every road card on the 
Monday morning after the event, made up 
the results in the afternoon and had them to 
all the individual club websites by nightfall.  
Hard copies were printed & posted on 
Tuesday when the trophies were ordered. 
 

Thanks to all of you for your support and 
good luck with the Mountain Rally in the 
future. 
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Horse power heroes!  
 
On Saturday the 6

th
 August TCC held its annual Dyno Day at Thornleigh Cylinder Heads. There were 17 

cars on the day ranging from Corollas to Cobras and nearly everything in between. Some came to see 
what they had while others came to see what they didnôt have! I fell into the latter wondering how many 
ponies had escaped in the last 35 years since my Zed was first built. 
 It was decided that the front wheel drives would go first to ensure that the Dyno was run in for the big 
boys later in the day. First up was óCrowley Racing Incô with the racing Lancer station wagon and GTi 
Swift. 
 
The boys at Thornleigh Cylinder Heads threw a few snags on the barby while the Diesel Ford Ranger was 
being strapped down. This car was to run on the Dyno later in the day with a different exhaust system to 
allow for back to back comparisons. Strangely enough it produced the same figures with a sports system 
as it did with the factory system. It was later discovered that the computer has a self-learning system and 
so the computer punched out the same figures by working a little harder! If only we could dial in our own 
numbers! 
 
A few more club members had a run in various vehicles while Dominic played with his new toy - a set of 
scales working out the balance of the Cobra. Speaking of which, the car started with a thunderous roar 
and the crowds gathered as the Cobra was rolled into position. Those hard of hearing and the plain stupid 
stood next to the car while the rest exited the building as the Cobra wound up to full song throwing down 
177kW at the wheels. 
 
Deanôs SS Commodore was next and with no fuss and very little effort through an impressive run of 214 
killer wasps. Though it was noted by keen eyes that the rear rims was buckled? Care to explain Dean??? 
 
After watching a few more cars it was time for the mighty Zed to strut its stuff! Having previously had the 
car óDynoedô with 96 rwhp which was recorded a few years back prior to the change in motor I was hoping 
for an increase of some description.   After two runs I was ushered to the driverôs window and told ñthe car 
wants to rev can I give it some?ò  ñOf course!ò was my response.  Purely in the name of science (wink)!  
The Zed screamed away and a few cobwebs were cleaned out.  After a ógenuine Italian tuneô 99.7kW was 
all she wrote. I was chuffed! 
100 kW was more than I expected! 
 
Some of the true rally cars then made an appearance with the Galant of Matt and Corolla of Dominic vied 
for the horse power hero title. In the end the champagne went to Mat with 32 killer wasps loose under the 
hood! Daveôs ñstockò Sigma was nowhere to be seen! It was thought he had bolted with the thought of 
face off with Matt. But he returned after doing a few happy laps to warm her up. The stock Sigma sang 
away to the tune of 102rwkW. Stock my Arse! 
 
The biggest surprise for the day was ñSVENò the yellow Volvo. Earlier that day a yellow Volvo parked in 
the lot with very little fuss apart from looking like a bird (yellow) and sporting an exhaust that wouldnôt 
have looked out of place on the shuttle Endeavour. When the Volvo was making its way to the Dyno only 
a few people were watching but most had put it in the 100kW basket. After the first run of around 175kW 
the crowds once again swelled and the Volvo went nuts getting an awesome figure 178.1kW  which put 
most people back in their place including me and the shuttle Endeavour then became too lean to get a full 
figure. 
 
After watching most others see their results Greg Yates decided the lounge chair deserved a run. The 
Merc was in position and almost too easily put down the factory numbers like it was new. The final run of 
the day went to Scott Thompson with his SS Commodore which easily eclipsed the dayôs field with 
231kW.  
 
Listed in no particular order are the true and accurate results: 
Dean Tomlin    SS Commodore     214kW  
Andrew Whitfield  Datsun 260Z      97.3kW  
Andrew Crowley   Suzuki Swift GTi     56.5 kW  
Dominic Connolly   DRB Cobra      177kW  
Phil Coffey   MkII Escort      62.1kW  
John Crowley    Lancer Wagon     76kW  
Nadia Caruana    Nissan Skyline      154.5kW  
Matt Rath    Mitsubishi GC Galant     32.1kW  
 'Sven'     Volvo 244 Turbo     178.1kW  
John Ellsmore    VS Calais 3.8 Supercharged    141.9kW  
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David Masing    Mitsubishi GH Sigma     101.7kW  
Dominic Connolly   Toyota KE55 Corolla Rally Car   45.0kW  
Greg Yates    Mercedes 500 SLC     137.3kW  
Scott Thompson   SS Commodore     231kW  
Scott Blackman    Sigma wagon with 4 motorbike carbs   99.3kW 
 
A huge thanks to Dave Masing and the team at Thornleigh Cylinder Heads for their organisation and well 
run event that was a great day to both meet other club members and learn a bit more about oneôs car. 
Now whereôs that cheque book???? 
 

  

Andrew Crowley Dominic Connolly Scott Thompson 

David Masing Greg Yates Dominic Connolly 

Phil Coffey Matt Rath Nadia Caruana with Josh Layôs Skyline 

Andrew Whitfield Dean Tomlin John Ellsmore 
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WAKEFIELD  PARK  SUPERSPRINT - TCC  BIG  DAY  OUT !  
by Geoff Horler 

 
Well, another VERY SUCCESSFUL Thornleigh Car Club Wakefield Park Supersprint has been run and won. 
Iôm sure that the vast majority of competitors and spectators, not to mention all the hard working officials, had a 
great day. 
 
Before I get into my overall thoughts about the competitive part of the day, Iôd like to extend a very, very BIG 
THANK YOU to all the organizers, in particular, Clerk of the Course Dave, his offsider, Aaron, Event Secretary 
Andrew, his offsider and better half Nicole, Stewards Jim and Gary, Chief Scrutineer Peter, Chief Timekeeper 
Belinda and all the others involved in organizing the day. You all did a fantastic job in making sure that the day 
went off without any dramas and with the minimum of fuss. 
 
Also BIG THANKS to the officials who manned the flag points (apologies to the ladies hereéIôm not sure if a 
person of the female persuasion can actually man a flag point!), helped sort out the dummy grid and the start 
line, and the fire marshals and track workers who had their job cut out at various times collecting broken and 
smoking cars. A top effort all round which resulted in an enjoyable BIG DAY OUT for everyone. 
 
As far as the competition was concerned, all those WRXs were a total menace!! Twelve of the top twenty 
places, including the top four were filled by those very fleet-footed Rexes. Congratulations to David Stelzer, 
outright winner with a FTD of 1min 3.98secs. An outstanding effort, to say the least. Only 0.83 of a second 
behind David was Andrew Edmondson with a best time of 1 min 4.81secs.  Campbell Edmondson in third place 
with a 1min 5.37secs, was a further 0.92secs further back. 
 
In fourth place was the quickest lady, Karen Manahan, with a very commendable time of 1 min 8.34secs. Karen 
was, of course, driving another of those pesky WRXs. Talking with some of the other non-WRX drivers it would 
seem that WRXs, and Evos for that matter, go round corners like the proverbial scalded cat, or at least a cross 
between a roller-skate and a go-kart. Of course, a 2.5 litre turbo-charged motor does help to some extent as 
does the all-wheel-drive system to get the considerable power onto the road. 
 
It was pleasing to see that a small number of what us more senior members of the Club would call 
ñconventionalò or ñproperò motor cars, that is, those with a north-south engine and rear wheel drive, did actually 
manage to get themselves into the top twenty. There were six of these which must be regarded now, in the 21

st
 

Century, as ñold fashionedò vehicles, a Datsun 1600 with a 1.8 litre turbo-charged motor, two 5.7 litre V8 VP 
Commodores (actually only one but dual entered), a Nissan Skyline with a 5.7 litre V8, a DRB Cobra with a 4.9 
litre V8, and a Mazda RX4 with a 13B rotary motor. What a wonderful variety of motor cars and power plants. 
 
Moving on to the most important issue of the performances of our own Club members, congratulations must go 
to Dominic Connolly who was the fastest TCC member with a great time of 1 min 11.66secs. Dominic finished 
in nineteenth place outright, and has his matt dark grey (or is it a lighter shade of black?) DRB Cobra really 
percolating now. Apart from running into a fuel pressure issue in the early afternoon, the car seemed to be 
performing really well and sounded awesome at warp speed down the straight. 
 
Second TCC member, only 0.15 of a second behind in twentieth place outright, was Andrew Horler in his black 
(definitely black!) RX4, with a time of 1min 11.81secs.  After all the problems with the brakes and gearbox 
which Andrew has been experiencing over the past couple of years it was great to see that the new front 
brakes and Supra gearbox performed faultlessly throughout the day. A class win (3C) for Andrew was also an 
excellent reward for his efforts. 
 
Interestingly enough, referring to the individual lap times on the Natsoft web-site, Andrew set his quickest time 
on his second last lap of the day, and Dominic set his best time of his very last lap, both obviously following 
that old adage of saving their best for last. 
 
Third TCC member, only 0.30 of a second behind Andrew, in twenty-second place outright, was John 
McBurney in his Evo 7 with a best time of 1min 12.11secs.  John was less than half a second behind Dominic 
so we can see that the tussle for best TCC member was quite intense. 
 
In twenty seventh outright was fourth placed TCC member, Philip Masing, in brother Daveôs Mitsubishi Lancer 
with a time of 1 min 13.37secs.  The Lancer was the smallest engined, naturally-aspirated car up to fifty ninth 
place, so Philôs performance in what could be regarded as relatively mildly tuned vehicle was outstanding. His 
efforts were rewarded with victory in Class 3A. Of course, Dave made a great sacrifice for this event giving Phil 
the drive in his Lancer, as his official duties as Clerk of the Course precluded Dave from driving. 
 
If we look through other TCC performances on the day, Peter Kaye in his VW Golf R put in a best time of 1min 
14.52secs. for thirty fourth outright, David Clifton-Smith a 1min 15.68secs. in his WRX (another one!!) for thirty 
seventh outright, Joshua Lay a 1 min 16.57secs. in his Nissan Skyline for forty first outright, and Dean Tomlin 
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finished with a 1 min 17.25secs. for forty fifth place in his, at this point in time, under-developed and automatic 
transmissioned Nissan Silvia. Deanôs wheel spinning launches off the start line were quite spectacular. 
 
Andrew Crowley shared Cameron Robleyôs Nissan Pulsar GTiR, which resulted in the hired hand finishing 
ahead of the owner. Anyone involved in motor sport would know that this is an absolute no-no, so Andrewôs 
chances of driving the GTiR in the future may be somewhat limited!! In any event, Andrew finished with a time 
of 1min 17.62secs. to Cameronôs 1min 19.80secs. 
 
In between Andrew and Cameron were Michael Dobeson (in his partnerôs) Mazda MX5 with a time of 1min 
18.65secs with Brett Manewell in his Subaru WRX was hot on Michaelôs heels with a time of 1min 18.87 
seconds. Jamie Matthews was next but more on him later. After Cameron came Howard White in the Ford 
Laser TX3 with a great time of 1min 21.12 secs. 
 
It was good to see Phil Coffey giving his immaculate 2 litre Mk2 Escort a run. Phil must have been enjoying 
himself as he had a lot of track time with 22 laps for a best of 1min 24.17secs. Phil finished just behind 
Treasurer John Crowley in his extremely standard looking Lancer Station Wagon, who posted a best time of 
1min 23.81secs. In order to maximize aerodynamics, John made the ultimate sacrifice of removing his roof-
racks!   
 
Having his first outing in anger on a race track was Aron Elliott in the family work-horse Subaru Liberty (thank 
goodness, itôs not a WRX!). Aron started the day with a 1min 42.23secs., completed 24 laps, and finished with 
a best lap of 1min 28.15 secs., an improvement of fourteen seconds. Great stuff, Aron.  
 
Of the TCC girls, Jade King was sharing Dave Masingôs Lancer with Phil, and couldnôt quite crack the 1min 
20secs mark. Jade finished with a very respectable 1min 21.27secs to be the first TCC lady home. At one 
stage, Jade was struggling with a power steering gremlin, but she soldiered on to finish in sixty second place 
outright. 
 
Kim Dibley also drove well all day in her Mazda MX5, to post a best time of 1min 30.65secs., which was a full 
ten seconds quicker than her first lap of the day. Good effort, Kim. 
 
Other TCC members include new members Chris Taranto and David Gardner with times of 1min 29.83 secs 
and 1min 49.83 secs respectively before the car decided to call it a day after one or two sets of runs. Gareth 
White in his Morris Mini 850 got a time of 1min 35.85secs before having mechanical dramas. 
 
Class Winners other than those mentioned above were;  Class 1C Adrian Weir in his impressive Renault 
Megane RS250 (1 min 12.10secs.), Class 1D Martin Weber in his VR Commodore (1min 18.69secs.), Class 
2D Jason King in his Mitsubishi Evo6 (1min 8.81secs.), Class 3B Andrew Kohler in his Datsun 1600 (1min 
12.76secs.), Class 3D Mark Page in his beautiful Falcon XA Coupe (1min 12.77secs.), and Class 4D Shane 
OôHara in his very quick VP Commodore (1min 10.75secs).  
 
Through the course of the day there was an on-going series of mechanical failures and offs which meant there 
were regular stoppages to retrieve injured vehicles and vehicles buried in the surrounding landscape. One of 
the most notable offenders here was the Matthews/Cox Torana (Jamie Matthews and Mitchell Cox) which did 
some serious mechanical damage to itself early in the day at the top end of the track. Iôm not sure what caused 
the problem but there was a great deal of smoke/steam and the Torana made itself invisible for the rest of the 
day! By some very special arrangement organized between General Motors and Porsche, after a short period 
of time, the Torana re-emerged as a Porsche Boxster!! At one stage in the afternoon, the Boxster took itself off 
into the boondocks, so the Matthews/Cox group would have had many strange and unusual tales to tell at the 
end of the dayôs activities. 
 
Another offender in the ñoopsò department was the Andrew Chetcuti/Justin Caruana drag car looking Mazda 
Capella, which half-way through the dayôs activities decided to throw away itôs drive-shaft as it negotiated the 
end of the straight. At least I think it was the drive-shaft. Whatever it was it was long and black, and made 
heaps of sparks as it raced down the straight alongside the mother ship!  And the Capella didnôt appear again, 
so the problem was very terminal. 
 
So our BIG DAY OUT  was a great success. There were no accidents or injuries (other than mechanical) that I 
can recall. The day was very well organised, and basically went off without a hitch. Once again, a HUGE PAT 
ON THE BACK for the organizers, and CONGRATULATIONS  to all participants, and worthy winners.     
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BARRY FERGUSON CLASSIC 2011 
 

Early in September G.M.M (Gary Maher Motorsport) received a phone call which went along the lines of 
ñHey Gaz, SEBASTIAN LOEB here, just ringing to let you know that I wonôt be able to drive for you in the 
óBARRY FERGUSON CLASSIC RALLYô, I have a fairly big event on in Coffs Harbour around that time, 
why donôt you give JOHN LITTLER from T.C.C a ring he might be able to help you outò. Well, as it 
happened I was free that weekend and told Gary that I would love to drive the Escort. Iôm now in my mid 
60ôs and have decided to go back into competition surfboard riding (albeit in the Veterans division) and 
now my first pro drive, hope I donôt stuff up, even though Gary is one of my oldest friends in club 
motorsport, I knew I wouldnôt be able to live it down if I screwed up. 
 

Sunday 18
th
 September was a cold and chilly day as we drove down from NORTH RICHMOND to the 

start at Sutton Forest. A field of 20 cars had entered, but it turned out to be 16 of us who finally got away 
from the start control which was being manned by the ever smiling face of Barry himself. 
 

DIVISION 1: comprised of three sections for the Tour Category (there being a Tour & Trials Category). 
We travelled south and west on many fantastic little used roads on either sides of the Hume Highway, 
basically heading towards MARULAN & BRAYTON. In section 1, we were to use one of the roads made 
famous in the 1955 REDEX TRIAL. The division finished at Crookwell Public School where the school 
P&C put on a scrumptious BBQ lunch for all the crews. During this division Gary seemed to be working 
overtime keeping up the navigation and looking out for the answers for the 14 questions. There were also 
heaps of V.R.C (P. BOARDS) scattered along the route. The escort handled the dirt roads like a dream, I 
certainly was enjoying my pro drive. Division 1 was about 170kmôs with very good roads, great lunch, 
friendly officials and the weather being now warm and sunny. 
 

DIVISION 2: was about 200kmôs in the area around CROOKWELL, GUNNING, GRABBEN GULLEN, 
PARKESBOURNE, & GOULBURN. We refuelled the Escort mid stage at Goulburn and then headed back 
through the Southern Highlands to finish at Sutton Forest. We only had two sections in this division but 
still had heaps of V.R.Côs and 18 questions to be completed. Most of the dirt roads were in good 
condition, with some very long and fast straights thrown in. Gary kept saying ócome on John, give it a real 
good squirtô. I thought we were going quick, I can just imagine what speed JOHN COOPER got up to in 
his Falcon Rally car (it really does look just the part), I know and it was real quick. 
 

Well done to DAVID JOHNSON who set a really challenging event for all of the TRIAL competitors. The 
event was very full on and challenging for all the Tour crews as well. I particularly enjoyed catching up 
with old rally friends which I had not seen for some years. Two of these, were my old mates, JOHN 
BRYSON & JOHN COOPER who I hadnôt seen since The 2008 RED CENTRE TO GOLD COAST 
RALLY. Alfa Romeo was the most represented car in the event with (4). The only crew to DNF was the 
Holden of JERRY CROWN & JOHN BRYSON. The three crews from TCC were; 
Car number 14- Dave Masing & Matt Rath- Sigma 
Car number 21- Ian Packard TCC/CRC & Steve Maher- Peugeot 504  
Car number 24- John Littler & Gary Maher- Escort MK1. 
 

Final results were as follows;  
1

st
 O/R Mike Batten & Jeff West- Datsun P510 

2
nd

 O/R Graham Thompson & Winton Brocklebank- Volvo 244 
3

rd
 O/R John Cooper & Ross Warner- Falcon 

David & Matt finished equal 8
th
. 

Gary & I came first in the Tour Category, clean sheeting the event (with NIL points lost) closely followed 
by Ian & Steve (down 15). Mike & Jeff also clean sheeted. 
 

A very big Thank you goes out to David Johnson & Barry Ferguson and all the smiling control officials 
from the CLASSIC RALLY CLUB we encountered along the rally. You all did a great job. Finally, many 
thanks to Gary for inviting me to drive the escort, tough luck Sebastian, you stick to the W.R.C this is 
much more fun. 
 

John Littler 
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The rise and fall, and rise again of 

a (classic) Motor Vehicl e .  

 

Most of you will know what a Datsun 200B Sedan looks like, if you donôt, ñJust Google itò (if you 
havenôt been brought up with that saying, you should know what one looks like). 
 

If you remove the windows, the interior, the front end and half the dash and add a roll cage, some 
black, pink and Galmet paint, wire mesh and 3ò lift all round you have what Brush Park Rover Crew 
has named Black Betty. 
 

Black Betty came around about 7 years ago to build as a car to race at an annual event called 
Mudbash down in Victoria.  Being what is referred to as a óMudbashô car it didnôt have to be perfect, 
just work relatively well and that it has not really done for the latter half of its life. 
 

I am a Mitsubishi man through and through, however this little Datsun holds special significance to 
myself as it was the first car I pulled apart and learnt how the various components work, engine, diff, 
brakes, wiring, and how to fix these components.  Lately there has been a lot to fix. 
 

When the car was bought it was stripped, all the glass removed (except the windscreen) and done 
up to suit the khanacross rules of CAMS, and some extras added by the Mudbash committee.  
Weight needed to be saved where ever was possible to allow for the addition of weight to comply 
with some of the rules, one such (over engineered) of these rules being: 
4.12 A solid towing point must be fitted securely within 400 mm of the centre line of the vehicle, both 
front and rear. They must clearly marked with red paint. 
4.13 A ñDò shackle is to be fitted to them with a minimum load rating of 3 tonne and be marked 
as such.  
4.14 A safety chain of 8mm (wire size) minimum, must be securely attached to each tow point and a 
solid part of the chassis, (not to the tow bar) by the way of bolts, with a minimum of 8mm diameter 
and Grade 8 or superior, and a plate of not less than 30mm square and 6mm thick on each side of 
the mounting point. 
More on this lateré.. 
 

Black Betty was the first car I drove in a competition and Mudbash was that competition.  It is a great 
event consisting of Motorkhana and Khanacross style events held over the June long weekend 
every year.  I learnt to drive manual that first event, on a Motorkhana track, at about 8:30 at night 
with around 300 (slightly intoxicated) Rovers cheering me on.  I wasnôt that fastéI wasnôt that 
sideways impressive that you see at some Motorkhanasébut I made rooster tails in the mud like 
you wouldnôt believe. 
 

I only knew where 1
st
 gear was and hadnôt had the ófriction pointô of a clutch explained to me yet.   

The trick of driving  at Mudbash was explained to me as ñhold the right pedal to the floor, then let the 
left one all the way offé.donôt worry about changing gears and only press the middle one when you 
enter the stop garage.ò  Fantastic advice for a person in their first event. 
 

As the next few years passed Black Betty changed from what was known as ñthe old crewò who built 
the car and knew how to drive, to the newer younger Rovers, who knew neither how to maintain the 
car nor drive it properly.  Thus my automotive education began. 
 

In that car I have helped rebuild 3 motors (the same one 3 times), change 2 new(er) motors, a 
gearbox, both rear axles, 3 clutches, tie rods, ball joints and tried my hand at panel beating.  The 
latter was due to an inexperienced person driving. 
 

Grass roots motorsport is an excellent way to learn to drive.  Itôs where I learnt how to hold a power 
slide, what oversteer and understeer are, what horsepower is, how braking actually helps you go 
faster, and why trees should be avoided.  All these things have helped me in my daily driving and my 
education of becoming a better driver.  As the number of cars on the road increases and more young 
people get behind the wheel I think it is more important than ever that they understand the dynamics 
of the vehicle they will be driving and what happens in an emergency situation. 
 

I do digress slightly but it is still relevanté 
 

TCCôs Khanacross held last year was a wash out, in some peopleôs eyes.  Some said it should have 
not gone ahead because of the óadverseô weather conditions whereas others applauded it for staying 
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on as they rarely get a chance to drive in those conditions and learn how their car handles because 
events are normally called off.  Unfortunately the weather can not be controlled, and when you need 
to drive down the road or are in the bush somewhere, if that weather sets in you donôt always have 
the option to sit it out. 
 

At that Khanacross I learnt so much about how to handle a car in those óadverseô conditions. 
I was told earlier in the day by someone at the event that my car (Black Betty) probably shouldnôt 
have been there due to itsé.for lack of a better wordé.rugged looks.  The car was mechanically 
sound but did not look very pretty as I may or may not have driven it into a tree at Mudbash a month 
before (3 points learnt out of that Mudbashéwhat understeer definitely is, how ABS does 
helpéthough not if the car doesnôt have it and why you should avoid big trees). 
 

Back on tracké 
 

A few years later the car had an accident (of the topsy-turvy upside down kind) at Mudbash, and an 
inexperienced driver learnt a very valuable lessoné.Matt gets more annoyed when you donôt turn 
the incar camera on for the one big crash of the year than the damage to the car.  Due to the 
comments made previously about the looks of the car at an event I was sure that it wouldnôt be able 
to race again even though it was only sheet metal damage.  With fingers crossed and cameras 
present the Rover Crew set about fixing the battered 200B.  Windscreen was replaced with wire 
mesh, guards held together with cable ties and roof kicked out.  It was deemed óokô to race again 
and we finished competing at Mudbash 2011. 
 

A couple of months passed and the ToyoSports Supercheap Colo 1000 Mad Monday Octoberfest 
was coming around.  Black Betty had not been touched since the cable ties and bent guards so it 
was a weekend of fixing ahead.  2 days of the long weekend saw me transform the battered and 
dented 200B into a slightly less battered and dinted 200B.  New front guards, repaired bonnet, tidied 
up front end and a lot of Matte Black spray paint.  Being a wire mesh windscreen now I was sure it 
would be classified as a buggy for the event, however it was not and I was racing in Class C with a 
(also slightly battered) Nissan Pulsar.  A fun day of racing later saw myself covered in mud and 
winner of my first trophy at an event, 2

nd
 in class.  The club was not concerned with the looks of the 

car, only if it was mechanically sound and my learning continued that day (wire mesh and mud 
puddles = not much fun). 
 

Black Betty still lives on, hopefully to fight another day at some more events and to teach others the 
dynamics of a vehicle.  To all the people as young as 12, get out there and learn how to drive as 
soon as possible, and to all those people with cars that donôt quite look WRC spec donôt be afraid of 
what others think.  Learning in a controlled environment where the flag pole you are going to hit is 
only 500mm high and 12mm round instead of 500mm round and 12m high is much more 
advantageous. 
 

A car was built at a factory, modified by a bunch of people in a shed, raced, crashed and repaired to 
race again and teach.  The cycle of motorsport continues. 
 

Catch you at the next event, maybe even in Black Betty. 
 
 

Matt Rath. 
 

PS I said I would come back to the over engineered tow points.  When the car ended up on its roof 
this was when we found out what those apparently ó3tô rated tow points were for.  When a vehicle is 
apparently ñnot in a safe spot to roll back overò the recovery team who is educated in the safe 
recovery of vehicles use the tow points to drag the vehicle, on its roof, 30m to a safer place.  Note: 
this causes more damage than an actual roll overé 
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In 2005 ï Black Betty in Mint condition 
 
 

 
2010 ï Matt redesigned the front for 
óaerodynamic purposesô 
 
 

 
2011 ï Saw some of Bettyôs bits I hadnôt before 
 

 
2011 ï Fixing Betty to continue racing at 
Mudbash 
 
 

 
2011 ï As presented at Supercheap Colo 1000 
Mad Monday Octoberfest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


